
The 5 Types of Love 
Objective:  
▪ Students will learn about 5 different kinds of interpersonal love in Greek definition. 
▪ Students will be able to define what kind of love is expressed in the song 

“Where’s the love?” by Black Eyed Peas. 
▪ Students will be able to say what love means to them and express their definition 

of love in writing. 
 

Time: 2 -3 hours (adaptable to suit your needs) 
 
Material requirements:  Flip chart or black board, music player, hand-out, paper, 
pen 
 
Warm up 
- Write the word “LOVE” on the blackboard and have students all approach the 
board and write something that is synonymous with love for them. 
- Have students comment of what words they find to be the most interesting. 
funny, or confusing. 
 
Presentation 
. Ask students who or what they love. 
. Define with students interpersonal and impersonal love (refer page 2) 
. Introduce different culture definition of love and five different kinds of interpersonal 
love in Greek definition (refer page 2-3) 
. Introduce other famous quote about love 
. Hand-out the lyric of “Where is the love?” (page 4-5) 
 
Practice 
. Students answers what or who they love or can love and define whether it’s 
impersonal or interpersonal 
. Listen to “where is the love?” and go over lyrics 
. Discuss the meaning of love by group or individual 
 
Application 
. Ask what is the most important love to students among five interpersonal love and 
why? 
. Ask questions about the lyrics 
. Go over vocabularies together 
. After the introduction of famous quotes, ask students to tell and write their own 
quotes about love 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Love quotes 
 
There are a number of common proverbs regarding love, from Virgil's "Love conquers all" to the Beatles' 
"All you need is love." Bertrand Russell describes love as a condition of "absolute value," as opposed to 
relative value. Theologian Thomas Jay Oord said that to love is to "act intentionally, in sympathetic 
response to others, to promote overall well-being.” Philosopher Gottfried Leibniz said that love is "to be 
delighted by the happiness of another.” (Wikipedia) 

Impersonal love 
A person can be said to love a country, principle, or goal if they value it greatly and are deeply committed 
to it. Similarly, compassionate outreach and volunteer workers' "love" of their cause may sometimes be 
borne not of interpersonal love, but impersonal love coupled with altruism and strong political convictions. 
People can also "love" material objects, animals, or activities if they invest themselves in bonding or 
otherwise identifying with those things. If sexual passion is also involved, this condition is called 
paraphilia. (Wikipedia)  

Interpersonal love 
Interpersonal love refers to love between human beings. It is a more potent sentiment than a simple liking 
for another. Unrequited love refers to those feelings of love that are not reciprocated. Interpersonal love is 
most closely associated with interpersonal relationships. Such love might exist between family members, 
friends, and couples. There are also a number of psychological disorders related to love, such as 
erotomania. 

Throughout history, philosophy and religion have done the most speculation on the phenomenon of love. In 
the last century, the science of psychology has written a great deal on the subject. In recent years, the 
sciences of evolutionary psychology, evolutionary biology, anthropology, neuroscience, and biology have 
added to the understanding of the nature and function of love. (Wikipedia) 

 

Comparison of definition of love in different cultures Ancient Greek 

Greek distinguishes several different senses in which the word "love" is used. For example, Ancient Greek 
has the words philia, eros, agape, storge, and xenia. However, with Greek (as with many other languages), 
it has been historically difficult to separate the meanings of these words totally. At the same time, the 
Ancient Greek text of the Bible has examples of the verb agapo having the same meaning as phileo. 

Agape (ἀγάπη agápē) means love in modern-day Greek. The term s'agapo means I love you in Greek. The 
word agapo is the verb I love. It generally refers to a "pure," ideal type of love, rather than the physical 
attraction suggested by eros. However, there are some examples of agape used to mean the same as eros. It 
has also been translated as "love of the soul." 

Eros (ἔρως érōs) is passionate love, with sensual desire and longing. The Greek word erota means in love. 
Plato refined his own definition. Although eros is initially felt for a person, with contemplation it becomes 
an appreciation of the beauty within that person, or even becomes appreciation of beauty itself. Eros helps 
the soul recall knowledge of beauty and contributes to an understanding of spiritual truth. Lovers and 
philosophers are all inspired to seek truth by eros. Some translations list it as "love of the body." 

Philia (φιλία philía), a dispassionate virtuous love, was a concept developed by Aristotle. It includes 
loyalty to friends, family, and community, and requires virtue, equality, and familiarity. Philia is motivated 
by practical reasons; one or both of the parties benefit from the relationship. It can also mean "love of the 
mind." 

Storge (στοργή storgē) is natural affection, like that felt by parents for offspring. 

Xenia (ξενία xenía), hospitality, was an extremely important practice in Ancient 
Greece. It was an almost ritualized friendship formed between a host and his 
guest, who could previously have been strangers. The host fed and provided 
quarters for the guest, who was expected to repay only with gratitude. The 
importance of this can be seen throughout Greek mythology—in particular, 

Homer's Iliad and Odyssey. 

The traditional Chinese character for love (愛) consists of a heart (middle) inside 
of "accept," "feel," or "perceive," which shows a graceful emotion. In Korean, 
“사랑해요” --“Sa-Rang-He-Yo” means “I’m in love with you.” 



 
 
 

Where’s the love? By Black Eyed Peas 
 
What's	  wrong	  with	  the	  world,	  mama	  
People	  livin'	  like	  they	  ain't	  got	  no	  mamas	  
I	  think	  the	  whole	  world	  addicted	  to	  the	  drama	  
Only	  attracted	  to	  things	  that'll	  bring	  you	  
trauma	  
Overseas,	  yeah,	  we	  try	  to	  stop	  terrorism	  
But	  we	  still	  got	  terrorists	  here	  livin'	  
In	  the	  USA,	  the	  big	  CIA	  
The	  Bloods	  and	  The	  Crips	  and	  the	  KKK	  
But	  if	  you	  only	  have	  love	  for	  your	  own	  race	  
Then	  you	  only	  leave	  space	  to	  discriminate	  
And	  to	  discriminate	  only	  generates	  hate	  
And	  when	  you	  hate	  then	  you're	  bound	  to	  get	  
irate,	  yeah	  
Badness	  is	  what	  you	  demonstrate	  
And	  that's	  exactly	  how	  angers	  works	  and	  
operates	  
Nigga,	  you	  gotta	  have	  love	  just	  to	  set	  it	  
straight	  
Take	  control	  of	  your	  mind	  and	  meditate	  
Let	  your	  soul	  gravitate	  to	  the	  love,	  y'all,	  y'all	  
	  
People	  killin',	  people	  dyin'	  
Children	  hurt	  and	  you	  hear	  them	  cryin'	  
Can	  you	  practice	  what	  you	  preach	  
And	  would	  you	  turn	  the	  other	  cheek	  
	  
Father,	  Father,	  Father	  help	  us	  
Send	  us	  some	  guidance	  from	  above	  
'Cause	  people	  got	  me,	  got	  me	  questionin'	  
Where	  is	  the	  love	  (Love)	  
	  
Where	  is	  the	  love	  (The	  love)	  XXX	  
	  	  
It	  just	  ain't	  the	  same,	  always	  unchanged	  
New	  days	  are	  strange,	  is	  the	  world	  insane	  
If	  love	  and	  peace	  is	  so	  strong	  
Why	  are	  there	  pieces	  of	  love	  that	  don't	  belong	  
Nations	  droppin'	  bombs	  
Chemical	  gasses	  fillin'	  lungs	  of	  little	  ones	  
With	  the	  ongoin'	  sufferin'	  as	  the	  youth	  die	  
young	  
So	  ask	  yourself	  is	  the	  lovin'	  really	  gone	  
So	  I	  could	  ask	  myself	  really	  what	  is	  goin'	  
wrong	  
In	  this	  world	  that	  we	  livin'	  in	  people	  keep	  on	  
givin'	  
in	  
Makin'	  wrong	  decisions,	  only	  visions	  of	  them	  
dividends	  
Not	  respectin'	  each	  other,	  deny	  thy	  brother	  
A	  war	  is	  goin'	  on	  but	  the	  reason's	  undercover	  
The	  truth	  is	  kept	  secret,	  it's	  swept	  under	  the	  
rug	  
If	  you	  never	  know	  truth	  then	  you	  never	  know	  
love	  
Where's	  the	  love,	  y'all,	  come	  on	  (I	  don't	  know)	  
Where's	  the	  truth,	  y'all,	  come	  on	  (I	  don't	  

know)	  
Where's	  the	  love,	  y'all	  
	  
People	  killin',	  people	  dyin'	  
Children	  hurt	  and	  you	  hear	  them	  cryin'	  
Can	  you	  practice	  what	  you	  preach	  
And	  would	  you	  turn	  the	  other	  cheek	  
	  
Father,	  Father,	  Father	  help	  us	  
Send	  us	  some	  guidance	  from	  above	  
'Cause	  people	  got	  me,	  got	  me	  questionin'	  
Where	  is	  the	  love	  (Love)	  
	  
Where	  is	  the	  love	  (The	  love)	  XXX	  
	  	  
I	  feel	  the	  weight	  of	  the	  world	  on	  my	  shoulder	  
As	  I'm	  gettin'	  older,	  y'all,	  people	  gets	  colder	  
Most	  of	  us	  only	  care	  about	  money	  makin'	  
Selfishness	  got	  us	  followin'	  our	  own	  direction	  
Wrong	  information	  always	  shown	  by	  the	  
media	  
Negative	  images	  is	  the	  main	  criteria	  
Infecting	  the	  young	  minds	  faster	  than	  bacteria	  
Kids	  wanna	  act	  like	  what	  they	  see	  in	  the	  
cinema	  
Yo',	  whatever	  happened	  to	  the	  values	  of	  
humanity	  
Whatever	  happened	  to	  the	  fairness	  in	  equality	  
Instead	  in	  spreading	  love	  we	  spreading	  
animosity	  
Lack	  of	  understanding,	  leading	  lives	  away	  
from	  unity	  
That's	  the	  reason	  why	  sometimes	  I'm	  feelin'	  
under	  
That's	  the	  reason	  why	  sometimes	  I'm	  feelin'	  
down	  
There's	  no	  wonder	  why	  sometimes	  I'm	  feelin'	  
under	  
Gotta	  keep	  my	  faith	  alive	  till	  love	  is	  found	  
	  
People	  killin',	  people	  dyin'	  
Children	  hurt	  and	  you	  hear	  them	  cryin'	  
Can	  you	  practice	  what	  you	  preach	  
And	  would	  you	  turn	  the	  other	  cheek	  
	  
Father,	  Father,	  Father	  help	  us	  
Send	  us	  some	  guidance	  from	  above	  
'Cause	  people	  got	  me,	  got	  me	  questionin'	  
Where	  is	  the	  love	  (Love)	  


